Summer, pending. After the long, cold winter, surely a
long, hot summer is on the way!

It's been a good year for our lake. Its waters are
healthy, and remain milfoil free. Our monitoring
program begins Memorial Day weekend, and our
Greeters are ready to welcome all boaters. Residents
and visitors alike appreciate the diligent once over
given their boats as they launch for the season or a
day, and understand its importance. Prevention truly is
the only cure.

Log in our LHA weekend festivities on your calendar —
Friday eve July 19th at the Pavilion for potluck, music
and dance, Saturday July 20th for the mile long yard
sale, our annual boat parade, ice cream social, kayak
raffe and famous freworks. If you're interested in
learning more about the dam project and/or other lake
issues and concerns, attend our annual meeting the
prior Saturday morning.

Within are updates on the dam, grants, loons,
monitoring program, Facebook page, environmental
news and activities, along with a bit of Camp Harvey
and Camp Connibuck history. And of course our
Trustees, Donors, Directory, Event Calendar, Kayak
Raffe tickets, and most important, your membership
form, if you have yet to renew.

Enjoy, and welcome to summer at the lake!

When you were/are a kid, didn’t

you just love a good ghost

story, a nursery rhyme or just a

legendary tale that would pique

your imagination? It might be

real or imaginary... a person or
an event. Now is your chance to tell everyone your
favorite tale. So come join the fun!

Continued on page 4

In April Dam Project Manager Ron Rhodes announced
receipt of a grant from the New Hampshire Charitable
Foundation to fund extension of the dam engineering
design to the 60% level. The Massachusetts
engineering frm Inter-Fluve will use the funds to
expand the 30% plan they submitted to the state last
fall under a Vermont Ecosystem Restoration Program
grant.

Mr. Rhodes also applied to the state and the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation for funding needed to
bring the engineering design to the 100% level. Once
that is complete, he feels the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service is a likely partner to help fund removal and
construction costs as the project moves forward.

The current plan incorporates the following elements:
e Removal of most of the current dam and
alteration of the downstream channel to its
original course further away from buildings on
the west bank.

 Realignment South Peacham Brook to what is
thought to be its relict fow path and restoration
of the functional foodplain.

e Creation of a permanent water control structure
near the outlet of the lake to maintain the water
level year around.

- Installation of additional grade control material
in the channel to preserve the Harvey Mountain
Road bridge.

Continued on page 2

Summer Events
Calendar

can be found on
pages 10 & 11
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Our LHA Greeter Station has been well worth our substantial investment. Sheltering both our dedicated Greeters
and our hot water pressure system approved by the State, we have thus far kept invasive species at bay. The
State continues to demonstrate its support with additional grants.

Many of you have not yet renewed your membership — we have ongoing maintenance and related costs, always a
new project or two, and freworks! So fll out the enclosed form and mail it in with your check now.

Remember also to register LHA as your charity of choice with Amazon (www.smileamazon.com). So far this year
we have received about $60 from your purchases — not a lot, but nice. The kayak raffe, ice out contest and
directory listings add some revenue as well.

But it is your contributions above and beyond the mere $25 dues that make all the difference, so

please keep those donations coming! Important, and appreciated.

Silver Donors ($100 or more)
Begin, Ernie & Vivi

Biddle, Bill & Sharon

Brown, Beverly

Brown, Dave & Lori

Chagnon, Jean

Dolgin, Steve & Debbie
Dufresne, Bob & Chris

Haase, Gerry & Wallace, Nancy
Mills, Steve & Beattie, Gilly
Parsons, Jan

Continued from page 1

The remaining elements and proposed timeline for the

project include:

— Grant writing by during the remainder of

20109.

— State permitting, federal approval, and
selection of contractors during 2019 - 2020.

— Construction of the water control structure,

Perillo, Mary Ellen

Pollak, Emil & Elaine
Price, David & Hill, Martha
Siri, Steve & Melinda
Sprague, Sherm & Jackie
Stinchfeld, Charlie & Dale
Tafe, Paul & Joan

Weikert, Jeanne & Kay, Manny
Wheeler, Frank & Lydia
Wormser, Michael
Anonymous

Gold Donors ($250 or more)
Turek, Tom & Dotti

Anonymous

Platinum Donors ($500 or more)
Adler, Steve & Lisa

Breidenstein, Joe & Kaye

Cornelius, Harry & Karla

Miller, Hal & Jenifer

Murphy, Pete & Julie

Vanleer, Tim

removal of most of the dam, realignment of

South Peacham Brook, and restoration of the

functional floodplain beginning as early as

the summer of 2020.

More meetings on project design and permitting are

scheduled with state agencies this spring. Anyone with
questions about this project is welcome to contact Mr.
Rhodes at (413) 768-4994 or www.ctriver.org.



VERMONT ACT 67

The transport of aquatic plants, aquatic plant parts, zebra mussels, and quagga mussels has been prohibited
in the state since 2010 but this list now includes Asian clams, spiny and fshhook waterfea, and rusty crayfsh.
The legislation puts the onus on boat owners to help protect Vermont’s waterways. Below is a brief summary of
the regulations most relevant to AlS spread prevention enacted by this law. The entire act can be found on the
Vermont Legislature’s website.
= Boat operators are required to inspect their boat, trailer, vehicle, and equipment, and remove all aquatic
plants, aquatic plant parts, or other aquatic nuisance species, before entering and after leaving a waterbody.

= Boat operators must drain bilges, livewells, and any other internal compartments after leaving a waterbody.

= All drain plugs or other devices used for draining water from the boat when transporting the vessel must
remain out during vessel transport.

< Where State authorized watercraft inspection and decontamination stations are maintained and open, and
when an authorized boat inspector is present, it is a violation to refuse inspection and decontamination
services.

e Violators of Vermont’s AIS transport laws are subject to fnes up to $1,000.

For boaters and other water users the most crucial takeaway from this legislation is to remove any visible aquatic
plants, aquatic plant parts, or other aquatic nuisance species from their boats and equipment as well as to remove
drain plugs before transporting watercraft. Keeping vessels and equipment drained, clean, and dry will ensure
compliance with the new regulations and will help protect Vermont’s lakes, rivers, and ponds from unwanted
exotic pests.

This spring the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation awarded the Town of Barnet its third
consecutive Aquatic Nuisance Control (ANC) grant to help support the public access greeter program. This year’s
award is $7,283, which represents a 12.7% decrease from last year’s funding. The amount of state money
available for this type of grant has decreased every year since 2017.

Under the guidance of Don Easter, the 2019 greeter program will again involve a six-person team providing
coverage 12 hours a day from the weekend before Memorial Day until the weekend after Labor Day. Over the
past nine years, greeters have inspected a total of 6,586 boats, kayaks, and canoes for a per-year average of 732
watercraft. In 2018 greeters worked more than 1,350 hours to help keep the lake clean.

Last year a number of major goals for the greeter program were achieved. They included:

e Replacing the pressure washer with a new gas/electric Power Eagle DC-3005, 3,000-psi/2100 F
decontamination system.

e Outftting and installing a new 9 x 18-foot, all-weather greeter station to provide greeters with shelter from
the elements, protection for their paperwork, and secure storage for the decontamination system.

= Offsetting the costs of the greeter program through grant funding and in-kind contributions from the lake
association totaling $27,307.45.

e Posting signs at potential launching sites other than the boat ramp warning boaters to help prevent the
introduction of aquatic nuisance species by taking their boats to the greeter station.

e Gaining agreement from many rental property owners to post Vermont information in their rental units
informing renters of [1] the threat of invasive species to the lake and [2] the steps required to clean any
boats entering the lake.

In 2019 the greeter program will continue to focus on proven strategies designed to extend its 15-year record of
preventing any plant or animal invasive species from entering the lake.

Save the Dates—November 11 — 15, 2019—for the North American Lake Management Society’s 2019
‘f International Symposium in Vermont! This year’s conference, sponsored by the New England Chapter
. of NALMS, will be held at the DoubleTree Hotel in Burlington. The theme is Watershed Moments:
2019 Harnessing Data, Science, and Local Knowledge to Protect Lakes. For more information, go to
https://www.nalms.org/nalms2019/.



Saturday, July 20t

12:30: Non-motorized
1:00 pm: Motorized

Legends, Myths
& Fairy Tales

Continued from page 1

2019 LHA Boat Parade Theme
“Legends, Myths & Fairy Tales”

Each entry receives a gift certifcate from Deb King to
the West Barnet Quick Stop. Boat Parade, Kayak raffe
and Amazon gift card raffe winners will be announced
at the free Ice Cream Social at the beach at 4 pm. All
welcome!

We are looking for all you boat owners to get creative
and decorate your boat for this year’s boat parade. If
you google the parade theme, you will come up with
tons of ideas. So get busy and meet us out at the
starting point on the 20™ of July. Rain date is Sunday,
July 21t

If have any questions, contact:
Jan Sherman:

802-633-2832 :: westbarnet383@gmail.com

“RED SOLO CUP” was voted the
2018 Boat Parade WINNER!

i T e
“BETSY ROSS”
WON the 2018
non-motorized
category!
CONGRATS!

oto.Lral










Welcome to the
lake for another
summer season!
While we make
our way back

to open camps
over the course
of several

weeks, our Harvey’s Lake Loon pair exhibit remarkably
consistent behavior in the Spring when ice out occurs.
This Spring, as in many before, the loons were

seen and heard on the lake within hours of the ice
disappearing on April 21. We found a clue to explain
their quick appearance from bird watching reports on
Vermont eBird from Lake Morey in Fairlee. In mid April,
the ice left Lake Morey and it quickly became a hot spot
for sightings of numerous kinds of Ducks, Mergansers
and Common Loons. By April 20 up to sixteen loons
were counted at various locations on Lake Morey, just a
short fight away for Harvey’s Lake loons.

What has been less consistent for our loons in recent
years is their nesting activity and results. One chick
hatched in 2016 but disappeared within a few days,
probably as a result of an attack by a group of intruder
loons who were heard harassing the parents and chick.
In 2017, one chick hatched and survived through
August. In 2018, harassment by one highly aggressive
intruder loon caused the nesting pair to abandon two
nests in different parts of the Channel. That was a frst
in my years of monitoring the loons.

The unusual diffculties for the loons at Harvey’s are
also occurring at other lakes and ponds in Vermont.
This is a consequence of the successful recovery of the
Common Loon population in Vermont. Chicks which
were hatched and fedged from Harvey’s and other
nearby lakes several years ago, want to return to their
natal lakes when they reach breeding age, and try to
take over the nesting territory. The chicks that hatched
in 2011, 2012 and 2013, may be among the intruder
loons coming to Harvey’s now.

Despite the complications making successful nesting
more diffcult, the 2018 loon nesting season in Vermont
was very productive overall. The report created by

Eric Hanson, loon biologist and Coordinator of the
Vermont Loon Conservation Project, and John Buck,

of Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department, contains
numerous nuggets of positive information. There were
91 nesting pairs in 2018, down six from the record
high of 97 in 2017. Successful nests numbered 66,
hatching 97 chicks, compared to 74 nests in 2017.
Territorial pairs reached a new high of 123, fve more
than the previous high of 118 in 2017. Chicks surviving
through August numbered 74, down from the high of
92 in 2017. Chick survival was still a robust 76%. The
fnal statistic is the observation of 356 adult loons on

Vermont lakes and ponds on Loonwatch day, in July,
2018. This is a substantial increase, up from 308 in
2017, probably aided by the fact that survey conditions
were ideal in 2018. More than 250 volunteers helped
monitor and protect loons in 2018, assisted by Fish and
Wildlife game wardens. This survey demonstrates the
tremendous progress made since 1979 when only 18
nesting loon pairs were found in all of Vermont.

We often wonder what causes the loss of chicks during
their frst few weeks. While many just disappear and

it is hard to pinpoint a cause, several lost in 2018
disappeared likely after interactions with intruder loons;
one was taken by a bald eagle at Holland Pond in
Orleans County; and two chicks were taken by mink at
Echo Lake in Charleston. About the possible threat from
Bald Eagles, which are now common at Harvey’s Lake.

Eric suggests it is premature to assume eagles are
responsible for chick predation. “We are seeing more
Bald Eagles in the region, who will take eggs and
chicks. There is a chance that some of the chick losses
can be attributed to eagles but we don’t know for
sure”. Mink are a new possible predator and it is likely
snapping turtles in Harvey’s Lake have taken chicks in
the past.

Loon fans around the lake will be pleased to know
that Eric Hanson is a consultant to the engineers who
are developing the design for the Harvey Lake dam
which will involve a reconfguration of the Channel.

He is confdent that the nesting pair of loons can fnd
a suitable spot closer to the mouth of the Channel or
some manmade hummocks/islands can be created
near the new structure designed to prevent water from
the South Peacham Brook from entering the lake. This
Spring, Eric was awarded the 2019 Green Mountain
Power Zetterstrom Environmental Award, “as the
guiding force behind recovery of Vermont’s formerly
endangered common loon.” A well deserved honor.

As we prepare for another summer of enjoying all that
Harvey’s Lake has to offer, including loon watching, |
want to thank all the residents around the lake who
watch over the loons and help the monitoring process.
Bill and Sharon Biddle monitor ice out conditions and
watch and listen for the return of the loons in the early
Spring. Don and Bonnie Easter store the Nest Warning
signs. Bonnie gets the signs into the water once it
warms up a bit (they are now in place and loons are
nesting). Many other folks around the lake, known as
the loon crew, watch over the loons and call if they
have concerns.

If you see a loon in trouble, please call me at 633-
2298. Eric Hanson can be reached at 802-586-8065.

For more information, go to www.lakeharvey.com &
www.vtecostudies.org/loons.


















